 OBEYING THE REGIONAL COMMISSION:

Witnesses in Judea and Samaria

I. THE WITNESS OF PHILIP TO IN SAMARIA
Philip begins the work of an Evangelist by traveling to Samaria to preach. 

1. As a result of his ministry and preaching, many are saved, miracles are performed, and great joy comes upon the city. (Acts 8:5-8)

2. Simon the Sorcerer also _________________ to believe. (Acts 8:9-13)

3. Philip thus opened the doors of the Church to the hated ____________________, a major transition in Acts and for the Church.

Principle #1: A Soul Winner must love _____________ men, regardless of social status

Peter and John are sent by the Jerusalem Church to assist Philip in Samaria because so many are being saved. (Acts 8:14)

******Note that the authority rested in the ______________ which sent Peter, not in the supposed first pope, who was sent by the Jerusalem Church

The Apostles pray for them to receive the Holy Ghost. (Acts 8:15-17)

Question: Why was the Spirit withheld until the Apostles arrived? This fact is used to wrongly support a great variety of doctrines. 

1. We must understand that this was not _____________________ and therefore cannot be used as the pattern of how we receive the Spirit today.

2. We must understand the purpose of this unique event.
a. To _________________ the Jewish and Samaritan believers into one faith
b. To validate the _________________ of Jewish Apostles (to proclaim and write God’s Word) to the Samaritans.
c. To ________________ unbelieving Israel that God was turning from them in Judgment for their unbelief (to the half-Gentile Samaritans and later to the full fledged Gentiles).

Note that while it is not specifically mentioned, there was apparently some visible sign of the Samaritans’ reception of the Spirit in order to validate their conversion to the Jews and as evidenced by Simon’s desire for this same power. (Acts 8:18-24)

Most theologians believe that ______________________ was apparently this visible sign. If so, this is the second occurrence of tongues in Scripture. Notice the progression away from Israel.

1. Acts 2 – Tongues appeared to Unbelieving Israel. Israel had rejected and crucified their Messiah. Peter stood and preached a message of personal and national repentance.

2. Acts 8 – Tongues (possibly) appeared to ½ Jewish, ½ Gentile Samaritans who did believe. Personally, thousands believed, but nationally, Israel continued in unbelief.
3. Acts 10 – This occurrence will continue this progression and we will discuss the purpose of tongues at that point. 

Simon the Sorcerer attempts with ________________ to buy the power of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 8:18-25)

Simon had been an occult leader so powerful (whether by demonism or deception) that he was venerated by the Samaritans as if he were almost a god.

Simon offers to buy the Power of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 8:18-19)

Peter soundly rebukes Simon who expresses no ________________, only concern that God not __________________ him. (Acts 8:20-24)

The Apostles return to Jerusalem, preaching in may villages of the Samaritans as they go. (Acts 8:25)

II. THE WITNESS OF PHILIP TO THE ETHIOPIAN EUNUCH
The Spirit directs Philip to leave Samaria at the height of his city wide ministry and travel to the desert on the rod to Gaza. (Acts 8:26)

Principle #2: A Soul Winner must be _____________________ to the Spirit’s guidance
Philip immediately obeys and there meets the Ethiopian Eunuch sitting in his chariot and reading Isaiah 53. (Acts 8:27-28)

Principle #3: A Soul Winner must be ____________________ to the Spirit’s Guidance

The Spirit tells Philip to go to the Eunuch. Philip runs to him and asks “understand thou what thou readest?” (Acts 8:29-30)

Principle #4: A Soul Winner must take the _________________ to actually present the Gospel.

The Eunuch replies, “How can I, except some man guide me?” He asks Philip to explain Isaiah’s prophecy of Christ’s death. (Acts 8:31-34)

Principle #5: The Soul Winner must love all men, regardless of _________________ or ___________________ differences.
“Then Philip…began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.” (Acts 8:35)

Principle #6: The Soul Winner must begin ___________________________________ and then take him to ______________________.
When they come to water, the eunuch asks to be baptized and Philip answers, “If thou Believest with all thine heart, thou mayest.” The Eunuch responds, “I Believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” (Acts 8:36-37)

Principle #7: The Soul Winner must seek a ____________________ and a ___________________of faith in Christ.

This passage teaches us several truths:

1. This passage clearly refutes infant baptism as one can only be baptized after one _____________________ on Christ.

2. This passage clearly teaches that one must trust ___________________, not Baptism for salvation

3. This passage warns churches and converts to try to be certain of a baptismal candidate’s faith ___________________baptism 

4. This passage also clearly shows that baptism should take place at the _________________ _____________________ after salvation. Baptism is the outward public profession of one’s inward private possession.

5. This passage also refutes ______________________ as “they went down into the water” and came “up out of the water”. (Acts 8:38-39)

Philip is caught away by the Spirit and transported to Azotus (Acts 8:39). This may have been a miraculous removes as with Ezekiel or Elijah.

Philip preaches in all the cities as he travels to Caesarea. (Acts 8:40)

He is still there 20 years later when he is next mentioned as Paul visits him and his 4 prophetess daughters. (Acts 21:8-9)

The Eunuch leaves rejoicing (Acts 8:39) and carries the Gospel to the continent of Africa.

