OBEYING THE REGIONAL COMMISSION:

witnesses unto Judea and Samaria
Acts 9
III. The Conversion of Saul

Saul, the _________________ of the Church
Saul, who had Consented unto the death of Stephen, breathes “out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord”. (Acts 9:1a)

Who was Saul?

1. He was from ______________ in Cilicia in Asia Minor. (Acts 21:39; 22:3; 23:34) 

2. He was of the seed of Abraham, a “Hebrew of Hebrews” (2 Cor 11:22; Phil 3:4-5), of the tribe of _____________________ (Rom 11:1)
3. He was a Pharisee and the son of a Pharisee (Acts23:6)
4. He was born a _______________ citizen (Acts 16:37; 22:25-29)
5. He was taught by ___________________ who was honored in the Talmud, referred to as the “Beauty of the Law”, and considered the most respected of the largest of the two schools of the Pharisees (the school of Hillel, his Grandfather) (Acts 22:3)
6. He was trained from age 5 in Tarsus, a respected center of learning, and then from about age 10 to 13 in the schools of Jerusalem. (Acts 23:6; 26:4-5; Gal 1:13-14; Phil 3:5)
Saul diligently attempted to keep the _____________ and was zealous for God in everything he did. This zeal led him to persecute the church in _____________________. (Phil 3:6; 1 Tim 1:12-13; 2 Tim 1:3)
1. He ____________________ unto Stephen’s death. (Acts 7:57-8:2; 22:20)

2. He made havoc of the Church, dragging Christians out of their homes and into prison (Acts 8:3)

3. He pursued Christians to their _____________ from city to city (Acts 22:5)

4. He _________________ and __________________ believers attempting to force them to _________________ Christ. (Acts 22:19; 26:11)

5. He voted to put Christians to ________________. (Acts 26:10)

6. He persecuted the Church _________________ measure and “wasted it”. (Gal 1:13)

Saul obtains authority from the High Priest to go to Damascus and to search for any of “__________ ____________” and bring them back to Jerusalem in bonds (Acts 9:1-2)

***note: this name “the way” actually predates the name “Christians” and this is

 the first of many places where it is used in Acts (Acts 19:9,23; 22:4; 24:14,22)***

Saul and the encounter with Christ. (Acts 9:3-9)
On the road to Damascus, Saul is suddenly _____________________ by a heavenly light.

He then falls to the ground and hears Christ ask, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou __________?”

1. This is the first of _____________ times Paul will see the resurrected Christ. (Acts 16:9-10; 18:9-10; 22:17-21; 23:11; 27:23-24; 2 Cor 12:1-4)

2. Notice that how one treats _________________ is how one treats _____________. (Matthew 25:40,45)
Saul asks, “Who art thou, Lord?” He is told “I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.” 

Saul is __________________, blinded, and led to Damascus where he remains three days without bread or water. 

God appears to __________________ who is fearful to go to Saul because he kills “thy saints.” (Acts 9:10-16)
1. God overcomes Ananias’ objections by predicting that Saul would become:

a. A Chosen Vessel

b. A missionary to the _________________ and to Kings

c. A suffering servant

Ananias lays hands on Saul. (Acts 9:17-18)

1. Saul is healed, receiving his sight (physically and spiritually)

2. He receives and is filled with the __________________.

3. He is baptized.

a. Notice that both Paul’s salvation and his receiving the Spirit came _________________ his baptism, again revealing that baptism is not necessary for salvation or receiving the Holy Spirit. 

Saul, the Evangelist of the Church. (Acts 9:19-22)
Saul begins preaching that Jesus is the Messiah in the Jewish synagogues, to the amazement of all.
He then retires to the Arabian Desert for a __________ year spiritual retreat to be taught personally by the Lord (Gal 1:17-18)
Saul returns to Damascus following his 3 year retreat in the Desert. Upon his return, the Jews plot to kill him and set guards at the gates of the city to capture him. (Acts 9:23-24)
This response is the first of _______ such recorded attempts to kill Saul/Paul.

He escapes over the wall: being lowered in a ____________________. (Acts 9:25)
Saul then goes to Jerusalem and attempts to join the disciples there. The believers are afraid of him and do not believe his claims to have become a Christian. (Acts 9:26)
_____________________ brings him before the Apostles and vouches for Saul, sharing the testimony of his conversion and preaching in Damascus. (Acts 9:27)
Saul preaches at Jerusalem and fellowships with the Church there. He spends ________ days with Peter and James. (Acts 9:28; Galatians 1:18-19)
He returns to Tarsus (through Caesarea) after leaving Jerusalem to escape a plot on his life by the Grecian Jews, who could not resist his preaching. (Acts 9:29-30)

Saul and the Edification of the Church.
Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied. Acts 9:31

IV. The Witness of Peter (Acts 9:32-43)
Peter begins an itinerant ministry traveling throughout all Judea preaching the Gospel of Jewish believers and unbelievers. 
At Lydda (modern Lod) Peter instantly heals a man by the name of ________________, who has been paralyzed for 8 years.

This miracle brought about the conversion of great numbers throughout Lydda and the plain of Sharon, a largely __________________ area.
In Joppa, a godly woman with the gift of _________________ dies after a life of meeting needs by sowing clothes for widows.

Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples call _______________ to the Funeral, apparently believing that he can raise her from the dead.

Peter prays and speaks to the body, “Tabitha, arise”. She _____________ and “many believed in the Lord”. 
